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Preserving the Documents of the Past and Making Them Accessible to the Future!
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MAC Membership 
Renewal Time 
Approaching
Keep an eye out for E-mail re-
minders this fall about renewing 
your MAC membership. Only 
individual voting members whose 
renewals are postmarked by Janu-
ary 31 will be able to vote in the 
MAC spring election.
Fall Symposium:  
Mysteries of Magnetic Tape Revealed!
Sioux City, Iowa, October 19–21, 2011
Ever wondered how to better manage and make accessible those stacks of audio 
and video recording tapes in your repository? If so, plan to attend the MAC Fall 
Symposium, “Mysteries of Magnetic Tape Revealed,” to be held October 19–21, 
in Sioux City, Iowa.
Analog audio and videotape formats dominated the recording of sound and mov-
ing images for the better part of the late twentieth century, stretching back as far 
as the 1950s. Whether acquired through in-house creation or external donation, 
these machine-readable formats have become increasingly common denizens of 
archival holdings all over the world. Their growing numbers, the recent alarms 
regarding their uncertain physical viability, and their dependence on largely 
obsolete technology serve only to further perplex the collections manager who is 
more comfortable with paper and born-digital records.
The symposium gathers archivists and practitioners 
to discuss the basics of magnetic audio and video 
media. Topics such as physical characteristics, pres-
ervation issues, format obsolescence, collections 
management, description, use, and options for 
reformatting represent some of the content of this 
valuable exploration of the mysterious world of 
analog media. Symposium participants may also 
claim Archival Recertification Credits under section B.3.b of the Academy of 
Certified Archivists’ petition for recertification.
The speakers for “Mysteries of Magnetic Tape Revealed” will provide a history of 
the media, identify and demonstrate the many and varied formats, discuss their 
physical qualities, address the many preservation 
and access challenges they pose for users and 
staff, and review ways to describe the materials 
to better identify holdings. Speakers will also 
discuss the latest practices in reformatting 
magnetic media, how to select and work with 
a vendor, and grant-funding options that are 
available to libraries, archives, museums, and 
other non-profit organizations.
Our presenters and facilitators will provide you with the information you will need to 
make informed decisions about your magnetic tape collections. George Blood of George 
(Continued on page 3)
Grundig Niki, portable audiotape record-
er/player from the late-1950s, early-1960s.
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Blood Audio and Video (formerly Safe Sound Archive) 
in Philadelphia is an expert in preserving and transfer-
ring magnetic recordings, both audio and video. He 
will discuss the technical aspects of magnetic media 
and their care, the digitization process, and working 
with vendors. Elizabeth Clemens is the audiovisual 
archivist at Wayne State University in Detroit. She 
will share her experiences working with magnetic 
media from an archivist’s perspective, covering 
topics such as preservation, selection, description, 
and access.
The program is packed with a variety of topics. Thursday’s 
sessions will cover the history of magnetic media, including 
the development of the wide range of formats that have 
evolved. Sessions 
will also address the 
vulnerabilities of 
magnetic media, 
how best to deal 
with different for-
mats, grant oppor-
tunities, collecting 
strategies, access 
policies, and effec-
tive ways to describe 
such collections for users and staff. Friday morning’s session 
will address reformatting and choosing and working with a 
vendor, followed by time for questions and answers.
The symposium will kick off on Wednesday evening, October 
19, with a welcome reception at the recently-opened Sioux 
City Public Museum (http://www.siouxcitymuseum.org), a 
remarkable and rich showcase of Great Plains heritage and 
Siouxland history. The museum, located in a former depart-
ment store building, is the culmination of a $12.5 million, 
six-year community campaign. It features a 12,000 square-
foot permanent exhibit gallery and is a must-see for visitors. 
The museum is a short walk across the street from the site of 
the symposium, the Sioux City Hotel (formerly the Clarion 
Hotel and Conference Center). The hotel offers complete 
amenities, including Wi-Fi access throughout the center. It 
is also a short walk from Sioux City’s Historic Fourth Street 
District, where you will find a variety of restaurants and shops.
Fall Symposium
(Continued from page 1)
Obsolete videocassette with magnetic 
tape pulled from the case.
If urban architecture interests you, don’t miss the one-hour 
walking tour of historic downtown Sioux City following the 
Thursday afternoon session (October 20). Grace Linden of 
the Sioux City Public Museum will be your guide, pointing 
out examples of Romanesque Revival, late Victorian, and 
other styles of notable landmarks. To learn more about Sioux 
City and Siouxland, visit the official Siouxland Web site at 
http://www.visitsiouxcity.org.
Registration fees:
MAC members: $125
Nonmembers: $175
Students: $50
The Symposium Organizing Committee looks forward to 
seeing you in Sioux City in October! If you have questions 
about local arrangements, contact David McCartney at david-
mccartney@uiowa.edu, and, for program questions, contact 
Paul Eisloeffel at paul.eisloeffel@nebraska.gov.
1939 Postcard. Curt Teich and Co., Inc.
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MAC at Forty: Celebrate in Grand Rapids, Michigan
Is MAC really 40 years young? MAC’s 40th anniversary 
is quickly approaching, and Grand Rapids, Michigan, is 
proud to host the 2012 Annual Meeting and 40th an-
niversary celebration. The theme is “MAC at Forty: The 
Future is Now.” Mark your calendars for April 19–21, 
2012, when MAC members can come together to look 
to the future and celebrate the past. 
The 2012 meeting will be held in the Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel, located at 187 Monroe Avenue NW, in downtown 
Grand Rapids (http://www.amwaygrand .com/). The hotel 
itself mirrors the conference theme of facing the future 
while honoring the past. The original hotel opened in 
1913 and was called “The Pantlind.” By 1925, the hotel 
was ranked “One of the Ten Finest Hotels in America.” 
Purchased by the Amway Corporation, the hotel was 
refurbished and reopened in 1981 with modern amenities. 
Today, guests of the Amway Grand Plaza can stay in either 
the historic Pantlind side or in the modern 29-story Glass 
Tower with rooms that overlook the Grand River. Rates 
depend upon room occupancy and vary from $139–$169 
per night. There are several restaurants and shops located 
in the hotel, or guests can take a short walk to the many 
nearby restaurants, museums, public parks, and other 
attractions. 
The Local Arrangements Committee (LAC) is pleased to 
announce that the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 
is holding the Thursday night reception. The combined 
reception and celebration event will feature cake and 
other refreshments. The Ice Brigade, featured on the 
Food Network® and located in Grand Rapids, is making 
a special ice sculpture of the MAC 40th anniversary logo 
and a punchbowl in honor of the occasion. The Ford Presi-
dential Museum is located across the Grand River from the 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. The Ford Museum opened to 
the public in 1981 and is part of the Presidential libraries 
of the National Archives and Records Administration. 
As for the program, the Program Committee conducted 
a survey of the membership earlier this summer and was 
pleased by the number of responses. Topping the list of pre-
ferred session and workshop topics were electronic records 
and digital curation; more specifically, the management, 
preservation, workflow, automation, and information 
technology relevant to these topics. Also strongly favored 
were description, instruction, copyright, and the future 
of the profession. Members seemed to favor traditional 
session formats, but lightning rounds, collegial debates, 
and, as a write-in, Pecha Kucha (a Japanese presentation 
methodology in which multiple presenters each have six 
minutes and 40 seconds to present 20 PowerPoint slides 
on a topic), all made a strong showing. Last, but certainly 
not least, several members wrote that they would like to 
attend sessions on the history of MAC.
The Program Committee would like to encourage proposal 
submissions from the MAC community. The deadline is 
September 16, 2011. To submit a proposal, please use the 
on-line 2012 form on the MAC Web site. For questions, 
please contact the Program Cochairs, Elizabeth Myers 
(emyers@luc.edu) or Rachel Vagts (vagtsrac@luther.edu).
For updates on the conference, the program, and things 
to do in Grand Rapids, please check the MAC Web site 
as well as the LAC’s conference blog (http://2012mac 
.wordpress.com/). Don’t worry about getting there—
Grand Rapids is easily accessible by plane, train, car, or 
bus. We look forward to seeing you in Grand Rapids next 
April, when 40 will definitely be fabulous!
Voigt Milling Company stationery, ca. 1930s. Courtesy of 
Grand Valley State University Archives.
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Seeking Nominations for MAC 
Presidents’ Award
The MAC Presidents’ Award was established in 1986 as 
a means for MAC to recognize significant contributions 
to the archival profession by individuals, institutions, and 
organizations not directly involved in archival work but 
knowledgeable about its purpose and value. Recipients are 
chosen by a committee comprising the three most recent 
past presidents of MAC from nominations submitted by 
committees in each of the 13 states in the MAC region. 
Each state committee may put forward only one nomina-
tion per year. As many as three awards may be presented 
each year. Recipients are invited to attend the members’ 
meeting held at MAC’s annual meeting to receive their 
awards.
To nominate someone, please complete the nomination 
form on the MAC Web site, and address it to the ap-
propriate state chair. Full contact information for the 
state chairs can be found on the MAC Web site, under 
MAC Presidents’ Award (http://www.midwestarchives 
.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9
8&Itemid=123), along with a list of past recipients of the 
award. For additional information about the award and 
guidelines, please contact Elisabeth Wittman at Elisabeth 
.Wittman@cityofchicago.org.
Nominate a MACer for the 
Distinguished Service Award
Please take a moment to think of all the people you know 
who have been quietly contributing their time and talents 
to MAC: the people who offer to serve on committees 
and are ready to fill in as workshop leaders or session 
participants at the last minute; who happily work at the 
registration table when you’ve had someone cancel; or who 
can whip up a quick article for the newsletter when you 
need to fill that last quarter page.
Now take a few minutes to put into words why at least 
one of those people should be recognized by their fellow 
MACers and submit that description as a MAC Distin-
guished Service Award nomination on the form found 
on the MAC Web site. The MAC Distinguished Service 
Award was created to recognize individuals who have made 
significant contributions to MAC, particularly the unsung 
heroes—the individuals who give generously of their time 
and talent with little or no formal recognition and likely 
have never served in an elected position with MAC.
MAC has given three of these awards since its inception: 
to Marion Matters in 2000, to Mona Wei in 2002, and 
to Janet Olson in 2010. Marion served on numerous 
committees, panels, and program sessions, but she is best 
remembered as the creator and lead performer in the 
four critically acclaimed versions of Raiders of the Lost 
Archives—marvelously funny, silly, and satirical revues 
of the archival profession. Mona served on every Chicago 
Local Arrangements Committee through 2002; stuffed 
registration packets for more than 20 years; helped at regis-
tration desks; led restaurant tours; and did everything else 
asked of her to make the meetings a huge success. Janet’s 
contributions were many, including ensuring the success 
of MAC’s and SAA’s Chicago meetings, revitalizing the 
Chicago Area Archivists, and mentoring new archivists, 
to name only a few.
This honor recognizes the otherwise unsung contribu-
tions of our MAC friends and colleagues. Please consider 
nominating someone for his or her distinguished service 
to MAC. For more information and guidelines, please 
contact Elisabeth Wittman at Elisabeth.Wittman@
cityofchicago.org.
